EDITORIAL

The previous two years have been distinctive in
many ways, more profoundly in the emptiness they
brought, with the deserted school grounds and the
missing smiling faces of the boys in Khaki. Bidding
goodbye to those humdrum days, we kickstart this
new academic session in full swing, which has
successfully brought back the much-needed
normalcy in the lives of students.

For the first time in a while, we could witness the
sight of a myriad of students huddling together and
lining up in the east courtyard for assembly, without
any face masks covering their cheerful visages.
Joining us for the first time were our little brothers
from the sixth grade, with their uniforms one size
too big, their shoes that needed to be broken in, and
their brand new backpacks hanging awkwardly off
pairs of their tiny little shoulders.

Falling back into a routine was hard enough for all
of us, especially after having spent the last two years
in the comfort of our homes, hiding behind lit
screens with our disturbed sleep schedules.
Nevertheless, the sights of students drifting from
one lecture to another, the fields crowded with
rabbles of noisy youths, the sharing of tiffin boxes
during recess, all of it made going to school in the
scorching heat of the sun a whole lot easier. The
sweet scent of 'Sheermaals’ hung in the air as
Nadeem Sir’s canteen was once again flooded with
waves of students.

The reopening of schools has reminded me of my
early days in the college, which I, and | speak for the
entire student body here, consider my second home.
Missing such a crucial period of high school life due
to Covid has bred in me a feeling of gratefulness for
each passing working day.

Knowing how fast times can change has made me
realise the importance of seizing every opportunity
at my dispense, and such will be my advice to my
fellow juniors and batchmates. Use these years
judiciously, form meaningful relationships and
create the fondest of memories that will make you
smile from ear to ear someday when they flash upon
your inward eye.

The pandemic, with a hopeful resolution, is finally
settling, allowing us to roam freely without the
worry of maintaining a six feet distance from others.
On a buoyant note, | look forward to an exuberant
year ahead of us!

- Ronit Singh 12-D

MARCH - APRIL 2022

BOARDING HOUSE

CALLING

After an appalling break of two long years, the
boarding house has finally regained its cheer, with
fresh new chaps joining us. The college kitchens are
now providing more delicious cuisines, under the
supervision of our very own, Mr. Bennett. The
college infirmary is leaving no stone unturned to
ensure that everyone gets their vaccine jab. The
menace of Ankur Basnet is on the rise as he is now
dubbed as the unofficial disciplinary warden of the
boarding house (you know what | mean).

With sports and extra-curriculars now being
conducted as before, boarders can be seen putting
up exceptional participations in all types of activities.
Furthermore, the allowance of electronic gadgets in
the boarding has turned out to be productive and
efficient with definitely some guys on the phone at
all times, talking to their - rather not talk about that
here. The hype for the succeeding pupil authorities
continues to rattle the entire boarding, which was
further intensified by the “April Fool's Day” prank.
The boarders’ everlasting love for sports, still
vigorous, is yet to be exhibited in the upcoming
house matches. The boarders now are more
energetic than ever with a whole new ardour.

Vive La Martiniere!

- Vivaan Rastogi 12-C

COLLEGE DIARY

o The College participated in the Annual Fruit,
Flower and Vegetable Show, held at The Raj
Bhawan on the 4th of March, 2022. In total, 145
prizes were won. An amount of Rs 1,39,961 as
prize money was received from the Government.
Overall, La Martiniere College, Lucknow was
awarded the second position.

o The College Football Team participated in a
tournament organized by The District Football
Association at La Martiniere College, Polo Ground
from the 24th to the 27th of February. Gaurav
Rastogi was awarded as the ‘Most Promising

Player’' of the Tournament and Prabhav Mishra
was awarded the ‘Best Player’ of the Tournament.
The team won the finals.

o La Martiniere College, Lucknow was represented
by Urdhav Singh under The °‘INSPIRE’ Awards
scheme by the Department of Science and
Technology. He was also felicitated with INR
25,000 from the National Innovation Foundation of
India and the Department of Science and
Technology for the same.

o La Martiniere College, Lucknow participated in
SHUTTERFEST, an all-India event organised by the
Air Force Bal Bharti School, New Delhi. In the Re-
Movie-It competition, a team of 5 boys re-enacted
a scene from the hit movie ‘3 Idiots’ for which they
were awarded the First Prize.

o The core team of the La Martiniere Extracurricular
Organization (LEO) and the Creative Arts Society
were felicitated for their contribution throughout
the academic year 2021-22. The office-bearers of
the Hindi Editorial Board were felicitated with
Krishna Kapil Rastogi as The Editor and Raunak
Singh Sethi and Amaan Azam as Co-Editors.

« In the first edition of the Hindi Sahitya Mahotsav

organised by the Hindi Abhivyakti Evam Prakashan
Vibhag of La Martiniere College, the college was
represented by Parv Johar, Parth Agnihotri, Amaan
Azam, and S. M. Ayaan Rizvi. La Martiniere College
was declared the overall winner from among 35
teams that participated.

o Yashvit Danani was awarded the Bronze Medal for

the ‘Pramerica’ Spirit of Community Awards for the
second time. His continued contribution in the
field of community service was also acknowledged
in 2021 through his representation in his
organization 'Paws and Claws' which was founded
in 2019 for the welfare of animals & the
underprivileged.

« La Martiniere College, Lucknow participated in the

31st Oliphant Debating competition organized by
Welham School Dehradun. The College was
represented by Parv Johar, Siddharth Mishra, and
Amaan Azam. La Martiniere College qualified for
the finals of the debate and was awarded the First
Runners up.

« La Martiniere College, Lucknow, participated in the

16th International Youth Convention on Commerce
and Economics organized by City Montessori Inter
College, Lucknow. A team of 12 students
participated in four events at this convention. The
college was declared the overall winner.

- Dhruv Dieo Bhalla 12-F
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# THE MARTINIERE STATEMENT

o

The academic session started with the farewell
held on the 9th of April to mark the passing out of
the '22 batch. The program itself started with the
staff and batch photographs taken on The East
Terrace which led into a teary-eyed chapel service at
6 pm. General prayers were led as the chapel choir
sang hymns of nostalgia such as "Auld Lang Syne".
With the end of the “formal” segment of the
evening, the boys were led to The East Terrace
where Vivaan Rastogi and Akull Kumar addressed
the audience with heartfelt speeches. Immediately
after, the graduating class put up a fabulous display
of style and panache through the ramp walk where
judges scored the students according to their
abilities with regard to ‘'owning the stage'.
Thereafter, a set of performances were put up by
the class 11 batch to entertain their seniors. These
performances contained a dance organized by Ronit
Singh and Troy Thomas followed by a band
performance organized by Kush Narang and Laaraib
Anwaar. The performances were topped off with a
‘Last Hurray’' performance as the class 12 band
cheered the crowd with classics such as ‘Summer of
69’ and ‘We Will Rock You'. The performances ended
with Yashvit Danani being crowned The Gentleman
of the Year and Arnav Agarwal being awarded the
title of Mr. Martiniere with Aditya Whorra and
Harshit Amarnani as the first and second runners up
respectfully, while Achyut Pandey was declared Mr.
Suave and Saksham Tiwari as the Best Dancer. The
night was littered with dance sessions for the
students to mingle with their seniors on the dance
floor, the music for which was provided by our
resident D.J. Sarthak Singh. Nearing the end of the
event, the night sky was lit up in an exuberant
display of light with fireworks galore, following
which the class 12 batch collected their souvenirs
from their class teachers, each one personalized to
their name and identity in school, crafted
masterfully by carpenters and craftsmen of the
college. The night finally ended with dinner provided
by the miracle workers of the college kitchen who
catered not only to the students and teachers but
also to those with special diets pertaining to
religious occasions.

The event was made possible only after painstaking
hours of preparation and cooperation between the
organizing committee and the staff with the singular
objective of providing the graduating batch with a
night to remember and it’s safe to say that they did!

- Laaraib Anwaar 12-A

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR
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The Russia-Ukraine war has sent shockwaves across

the globe, with more than seven million citizens of

Ukraine pushed out of their homes. Putin’s attempt
to redraw the map of Europe risks becoming the
most devastating conflict on the continent since
World War Il. The only question which comes to
mind is the motive of such a vicious act. The tension
between the two countries started escalating in 2014
following the Ukrainian Revolution of dignity which
internationally recognised the territory in dispute,
the Southern Peninsula, which included parts of
Crimea and Donbas, as a part of Ukraine. The Russian
President launched an invasion of Ukraine from all
fronts on the 24th of February 2022 after addressing
the citizens of his nation. He explained that his goal
was to protect the citizens of Ukraine who were
subjected to “eight years of bullying and genocide”
by their own government. The atrocities soon began,
with more than three thousand civilian casualties in a
span of two months. The once lively streets of Kyiv
are now filled with fear, hatred and dismay. The
actions of the Russian government have been highly
criticised by the international community ever since.
Harsh economic sanctions have been imposed on
Russia along with a ban on flights, trade and the
export of oil and luxury goods. Several countries,
including the United States and France, have
provided Ukraine with weapons and humanitarian
aid to show their support, while India stands neutral
on the situation due to geopolitical circumstances. It
is evident that both countries want to put an end to
the bloodshed. In the name of morality, a truce pact
is expected in the coming future.

- Ahsan Ahmad 12-F

The Third Equestrian Display and Competition
hosted by La Martiniere College, Lucknow, was held
on the 26th of February, 2022. This event was
conducted after a gap of two years, as soon as
normalcy returned back to the college.

Apart from the participants from our school, we
also had contestants from the Central Command
Riding School, Lucknow Race Course; La Martiniere
Girls' College, and Loreto Convent. The presence of
the two Chief Guests - Mr and Mrs Mathur further
dignified the event.

The categories of the competition revolved around
‘Dressage’, ‘Walk, Trot and Halt’, and the renowned
‘Show jumping’. The categories were further
subdivided into events on the basis of age, gender,
and type of display.

The assembly for the day was held at The Archery
Range. The students were enthused to attend the
event and cheer for their college after such a long
period of time, especially pupils from the smaller
classes who were attending such an event for the

first time. It being a sunny day, Nadeem Sir’s
canteen took charge and provided refreshments to
the students and as well as the teachers.

Aarav Arora of class 6 secured the trophy for the
‘Most Promising Rider’, Luke Jason Dass of class 9
won the trophy for ‘The Best Rider in the Junior
Category’ and ‘The Best Rider in the Senior
Category’, with ‘The Brigadier Dal Singh Shield for
The Best Overall Rider’ being awarded to Vijval Singh

of class 12, who showed his mastery in the art while
everyone from the riding squad showed exemplary
control. The competition was smoothly held and
thoroughly enjoyed by the attendees.

- Devansh Agarwal 12-D

OFFLINE EXAMINATIONS

L

Exams can feel like a lot of pressure. Along with
the pressure being put on us by our teachers,
parents, and society, there is also the additional self-
imposed pressure to perform well, but the
introduction of online exams removed the fear of
failure and made us slothful and sluggish as the
students stopped taking examinations seriously
leading to their inevitable state today.

Many students faced difficulties during their online
assessments due to poor connectivity or lack of
mobile phones or laptops at that time in their
homes. While everyone was rejoicing about the fact
that the global pandemic was over, most of the
students had a different take on the situation. Their
bubble of ignorance burst when, to their horror, the
school issued a notice regarding conducting offline
examinations in March, which was merely a month
away. This notice came to the students as an
unpleasant awakening.

Although the examinations were held with all the
necessary precautions, the school granted everyone
a general promotion due to the nature of the
academic year. Now, offline classes are being
conducted in full flow and students have come to
quickly adapt to the workload. This goes to prove
what is rightly said by Francesca Anastasi, "Change is
a constant, it is a must for growth and success."

- Krish Mirpuri 12-C

ELECTRO-JAZZ CONCERT

On Saturday, the 16th of April 2022, La Martiniere
College hosted an Electro-Jazz concert in The East
Courtyard in front of Constantia. Organized by
Alliance Francaise, a band performance was
conducted by The Urban Indo-French Band - Electrik
P6. This was done as part of the 4th edition of the
Bonjour India festival which celebrates the cultural,
literary, and scientific partnerships between India
and France.

Entry to the concert was made free but due to a
limited number of seats, entry was granted on a
first-come-first-served basis. Resident scholars and
teachers made up a majority of the audience.
Starting at 7:30 pm, the band put up a show for two
hours on a pleasant full moon night. The band’s
exquisite performance got a standing ovation from
the audience. The artist line-up comprised of Arfaaz
Kagalwala, Florent Silve, and Martin Saccardy. The
event was covered by our college media team and
other reporters.

- Ronit Singh 12-D & Aakarya Sharma 12-F
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LA TENTATIVE DE RETOUR A
LA NORMALITE

Les effets de la pandémie de COVID-19 ont
provoqué un changement massif dans
notre vie quotidienne, des changements qui
se sont souvent produits rapidement et
brusquement. Les ajustements de la vie
s'accompagnent souvent d'un large éventail
d'expériences et d'émotions. Parfois, cette
transition peut sembler fluide et d'autres
fois, le voyage vers la nouvelle normalité
est saccadé ou carrément cahoteux !
Certaines personnes peuvent se retrouver
en mode survie, rassemblant les
informations et les ressources nécessaires
pour fonctionner a I'école, au travail, en
tant que personne et dans nos relations
avec les autres. D'autres peuvent essayer
de s'installer dans leurs nouvelles routines.
Pour certains, cela signifie essayer de lutter
contre l'isolement social. Pour beaucoup,
cela signifie apprendre a vivre avec des
amis, des membres de la famille, des
partenaires ou des colocataires, ce qui n'est
pas toujours facile. J'entends beaucoup de
gens lutter pour trouver un espace sans
distraction a la maison, propice a un travail
productif et efficace. De ma part, jai
I'impression qu'il faut deux fois plus de
temps, d'efforts et d'énergie pour effectuer
méme des taches simples, ce qui peut étre
assez épuisant. J'ai vraiment da étre tres
compatissant et patient avec moi-méme
ces derniers temps. D'autres peuvent étre
aux prises avec la fatigue, la frustration, la
tristesse, la colére, le chagrin et I'anxiété de
I'adaptation. personnes (et
j'espére que vous étes nombreux) ont suivi
le processus d'adaptation et trouvent du
réconfort dans leur nouvelle norme. La
pandémie a fait de nombreux problémes
aux gens et alors que nous revenons a ce
gue nous étions avant le covid, un
probleme majeur est apparu parmi nous,
surtout aux adolescents. Covid-19 nous a
amenés a trop réfléchir a chaque situation,
a ne nous concentrer sur rien et a détruire
toutes les opportunités possibles que nous
pourrions avoir. Ce probléme ne peut étre
résolu que lorsque nous, en tant qu'éléeves,
venons a |'école comme auparavant. Nous
espérons atténuer les effets néfastes de la
pandémie  tout en perfectionnant
également nos compétences. Ce qui est
trés difficile mais pas impossible que nous
sommes martiniens, nous croyons en
I'expression 'Labore et Constantia', nous en

sortirons donc victorieux!
- S. M. Ayaan Rizvi, 12-A
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