EDITORIAL

Lively greetings. Wide smiles. Sparkling eyes. Firm
handshakes. Warm hugs.

Passing nods, infrequent at best. Downward parabolas
hidden behind masks. Exhausted eyes. Hand sanitizers,
Social distancing, six feet apart at all times.

As [ walk down memory lane, dipping my toe in the pool
of nostalgia and reminiscing about the never-to-return time
spent in those Spence Hall corridors, canteen queues and
classroom benches, 1 would like to get the reader
acquainted with the lessons I learnt in this pandemic. This
pandemic has been hard on everyone — a little more for
some, a little less for others — irrespective of multiple
standards of social stratification. Some lost their health,
others lost their means of livelihood, and a few unfortunate
others lost their near and dear ones. But at one or the other
instance, all of us lost hope. Then how did we survive and
are continuing to survive these difficult times, you may
ask? The answer would not require as much scratching of
your temple as you might think. It is simple. Relationships.

This pandemic has made us realise what is actually
important. And surprisingly, or not so surprisingly, it was
not about who got the highest score in exams, or who got to
participate in that one prestigious competition, or who got
to brag about that badge of an “office bearer’, nor was it
about any big restaurant splurges, or the new bike
purchases, or even fancy foreign trips. It was all about the
relationships we held with people we cared about. In the
pre-covid world, everyone was always in a rush. Everyone
was busy running — running to school/office, running to
meet deliverables/deadlines, running faster to get ahead in
the race — all the while ignoring the people around us who
were our ‘bottle of water’ in this sprint called life. But the
pandemic made us realise that life is not a sprint, it is a
marathon. There are times when one should slowdown,
breathe and acknowledge those who are and have always
been our cheerleaders. Suddenly, all those small things
which had taken a back seat and seemed insignificant at
best and completely useless at worst gained immense
importance. I wonder with amusement how easily we took
these for granted. From spending valuable time with family
to catching up with old, forgotten (sometimes annoying)
relatives, to hundreds and thousands of conference/video
calls with friends, we realised how easy it is to find
happiness. It is not in gaining material things as we have
always thought it to be, rather it is embedded in the bonds

and memories we make.

Another extremely valuable lesson I learnt was about the
significance of being kind and empathetic. Over the last one
and a half years, all of us have fought our own silent battles,
the moments where we have had to humble ourselves when
we wiped our tears and pat ourselves on the back. This
pandemic has taken a toll on everyone’s mental health;
anxiety, depression, ADHD have all been a part and parcel
of 2020/21. But more often than not, what has nearly always
brought a smile to our melancholic faces are those kind
gestures that those around us have graced us with. Simple
texts/calls with messages like “Hope you are doing well’,
“Take care’, and ‘I am here for you® have gone a long way in
maintaining our sanity in these tough times. So, I would like
to urge everyone to take a few steps: try to be understanding
and considerate, check up on those around you, and extend a
helping hand wherever possible because, in the end, people
are of great importance in our lives.

Lastly, as we impatiently wait for this pandemic to get over,
I"d like to leave you with a food for thought: In your rush to
return to ‘normal’, use this time to consider which parts of
‘normal’ are worth rushing back to.

- Rayvant Tripathi, 12 - D
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EFFECT ON THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

OPEN AND DISTANCE LEARNING

It was in late 2019 when the first cases of the COVID-19 virus
emerged. Little did we know that this virus would spread to all
parts of the world and alter almost everything around us. Its
effects are visible in all the various spheres of society.The sphere
of education is one where the virus has impacted significantly.

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected educational systems
worldwide, leading to the near-total closures of schools, early
childhood education and care (ECEC) services, universities and
colleges. As of 12th January 2021, approximately 825 million
learners have been affected due to school closures in response to
the pandemic. As a result, education has changed dramatically,
with the distinctive rise of e-learning, whereby teaching is
undertaken remotely and on digital platforms. Many schools
across the world have started conducting classes via
videotelephony software such as Zoom, Google Meet, Microsoft
Teams etc.

The pandemic has acted as a catalyst in the exploration of the
potential of Distance and Open Learning. The Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development has created a
framework to guide an education response to the COVID-19
pandemic for distance learning. Research has found that this type
of learning can be effective in several ways. Some research
shows that on average, students retain 25-60% more material
when learning online compared to only 8-10% in a classroom.
This is mostly due to the students being able to learn faster
online; e-learning requires 40-60% less time to learn than in a
traditional classroom setting because students can learn at their
own pace, going back and re-reading, skipping, or accelerating
through concepts as they choose.

All in all, the pandemic has greatly disrupted the education
system and has forced it to make a massive shift. This shift could
reshape the education system in such a way that the face of
education changes forever.

CANCELLATION OF BOARD EXAMINATIONS

Exams Are

Cancelled

Owing to Covid-19

The COVID-19 Virus has utterly disrupted the education
systems around the world. In India as well, its disruption in the
education sector is huge, so much so, that the board
examinations got cancelled. In India, board examinations refer
to the public examinations that are conducted at the end of the
10th and 12th-grade education. These exams, which were
supposed to be held in March of 2021, got cancelled as the
second wave of the virus ravaged the country. At first, only the
10th-grade exams were cancelled as the 12th-grade exams

were just postponed. The concerned authorities waited for a
while, with the hope of conducting the grade 12 examinations
as and when the situation becomes conducive. In the end,
seeing the unstoppable spread of the deadly coronavirus, the
authorities decided to call off the grade 12 board exams. A
methodology has been devised by the concerned authorities to
assess the students for these abandoned examinations and the
results of the same are awaited by the students.

The cancellation of board exams has affected the admission of
students for undergraduate education. For engineering and
medical courses, there is a well-defined structure of
competitive exams at the state and national levels. Students
pursuing these streams have fairly good control of their future.
Students who wish to pursue non-STEM courses such as Arts
or Humanities face a lot of uncertainty. Universities such as
Madras University, Delhi University and many others rely
greatly on the marks scored in the board examination to grant
admission. The cancellation of these examinations now puts
the onus on the Universities to start expanding the criteria for
their selection process. The decision of cancellation of board
exams also affects students who want to go overseas to pursue
their undergraduate education. There are three key metrics for
students planning to go overseas to pursue higher education —
SAT, Board Exam results and Overall Profile. Most
International universities have waived off SAT scores due to
the pandemic. With board examinations cancelled, Indian
students are at a disadvantage as compared to students from
countries where 12th standard examinations were conducted.
This will hamper the chances of the students getting
admissions into their choice of university.

- Harshit Amarnani, 12 - E




HumMAN RELATIONS

NON-INTERACTION

“The COVID-19 virus spreading around
the globe is looking on us to suppress our
profoundly human and evolutionarily
hard-wired impulses for connection: seeing
our friends, getting together as groups, or
feeling one another,” said Nicholas
Christakis. The world is undergoing a
process which some have termed as
‘covidisation’, or the unravelling of the
manifold, extensive medical, economic,
and social impacts of a global health
emergency. Many of the predicted
consequences of distancing measures are
themselves key risk factors for mental
health issues including suicide, self-harm.
Social contact and communication have
been widely interlinked with mental
prosperity and social opportunities, thereby
restriction of social interaction is suggested
to be profoundly distressing to those
experiencing quarantine. Social isolation
results in chronic loneliness and tedium,
which if long enough can have detrimental
effects on physical and mental well-being.
Distress usually affects the human mind in
decisive ways, amplifying threat arousal
and snowballing anxiety. The potential
social threat of the virus is largely
neglected. The implementation of a
nationwide lockdown has disrupted the
cycle of interaction, social contacts and
communication. The social distancing
measures are essential to beat the virus;
however, they are likely to increase the
feeling of uncertainty, death and misery in
the society. The primary step in this journey
is to turn this devious loneliness into
solitude. Loneliness, which on one hand is
a sentiment filled with terror and
desolation, whereas solitude is full of peace
and tranquillity. The primitive answer to
loneliness has always been in our roots; the
ability to be at peace with oneself. This
however has been a long lost habit of
humanity in the trends of globalization.

- Tanay Tulsyan, 12 - D

LOSS OF FAMILY MEMBER

“Life is no different than the weather. Not
only is it unpredictable, but it shows us a
new perspective of the world every day.”
a saying which is completely veracious as
we stepped into the year — 2020. The year
was no less than a diabolical companion
to humankind. It has been more than a
year since this 12 pm virus, had shaken
the very foundations of our world.

Before the Pandemic, the demise of
people we knew due to natural causes
always came out as a shock, but it was
accepted as a part of life; however, with
Covid, it 1s different. The sheer
suddenness of people succumbing to
Covid and the inability to help that person
in any form is what makes the passing
away of our loved ones disturbing.

The worst thing during these times is the
failure to seek emotional help from the
outside world. The feeling of panic in an
emergency, where even a critical
split-second decision could save a life is
being experienced by almost everyone.
The people who suffer losses are
constantly in a state of complex emotions;
infuriated that their loved ones could have
been saved if he/she had made better
decisions at that instance.

Society as a whole was never prepared for
this. More than 34 crore people have
passed away due to Covid. One cannot
imagine the hardships that the people go
through, who suffer the loss of a family
member. We can only hope that people
start taking Covid much more seriously,
get vaccinated and help eradicate this
virus as soon as possible.

- Ranveer Sial, 12 -F

FINANCIAL ALIENATION
AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Unemployment takes place whilst a person
whao is actively searching for employment
is not able to find employment.
Unemployment is frequently used as a
degree of the fitness of the economic
system of a country. The common unit for
measuring unemployment is the
unemployment rate, which is the number of
unemployed people divided by the number
of people in the labour force.
Unemployment tends to have negative
psychological repercussions, including the
loss of identity and self-esteem, increased
stress from family and social pressures.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, India’s
unemployment rate rose to its highest level
since 1991. The Coronavirus pandemic
brought the economic system to a standstill.
The nation experienced one of the toughest
lockdowns with strict regulations on
mobility. The pandemic claimed
innumerable lives and left many families
devastated. people all around the globe
were worried primarily about
unemployment, daily ration, and the
absence of a social security net. According
to data from the Center for Monitoring
Indian Economy(CMIE), the country’s
unemployment rate increased from 8% in
March 2020 to 24% in April 2020.

New regulations imposed due to the second
wave of Covid-19 could lead to job losses,
similar to what was witnessed in 2020.
Family incomes fell sharply as a result of
job losses which led to a critical demand
crisis. While some jobs have been restored,
India’s employment level is far from what
it used to be before the pandemic in 2020.
If the increase in cases is not condemned
soon, the damage to the country’s
recovering economy could be catastrophic.

- Agastya Raj Singh, 12 - C




'ECONOMIC CRISIS

COVID 19 AND ITS IMPACT
ON THE INDIAN ECONOMY.

India’s faltering GDP

B GOP growth (%)

Economies everywhere in the world are battered, thanks to the
outbreak of the Coronavirus. However, in this article, we will
be discussing how the Covid-19 pandemic disrupted the Indian
economy with particular emphasis on the Import and Export
industry and, therefore, the Indian Financial Markets.

First and foremost, both waves of the COVID-19 pandemic
have been mismanaged by the central and state governments,
putting the Indian economy in uncharted territory. In addition,
pressure on India's already stressed banking sector, which is
saddled with the legacy of non-performing assets, remains of
deep concern.

Policy uncertainty persists in India, evident through the
flip-flopping vaccination policy over the past few months.
Industry experts fear a severe third wave of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Rising Inflation remains a significant concern owing to supply
dislocations. Factors like rising unemployment cannot be ruled
out. Sectoral investment plans are likely to be laid low with
uncertainty about consumer behaviour.

The absence of a severe relief package now could also make
matters worse. India, in the past, has announced a series of
relief packages geared towards helping distressed citizens and
sectors, but no measures have been announced at this point.
The Indian government fuelled the Indian economy with
economic stimulus, but the government remains cold during
the second wave.

Analysing the current situation, the economic condition
remains grim. The economic process projections shared earlier
have changed drastically. India's March quarter (Q4FY21)
GDP growth improved, but economists believe that the second
wave of the pandemic might erode the gains, and the weak
consumer sentiments and falling demands are hitting India's
economic recovery. The dearth of demand could last longer
during the second wave because of higher healthcare costs and
costs of essential commodities.

FINANCIAL MARKETS

Corenayirus caused the Global Financial markets to crash from
February 20th, 2020 and ended on April 7th. Stock prices
tumbled so much that the New York Stock Exchange suspended
trading several times during those days. NIFTY 50, an index to
track the performance of the Indian stock market, plunged from
12387 points to 7540 points in two months.

The markets witnessed a sharp fall and increased volatility. The
fall was in line with the global benchmark indices, as the
domestic market usually tracks the major global indices. The
overseas investors (FPIs) fled to the safety of dollar-backed
assets from emerging markets, which fuelled the downfall in the
Indian Stock Market, leading to panic selling.

Thousands of new participants entered the market, especially
teenagers. According to Securities and Exchange Board of India
data, new dematerialized or Demat account additions rose to an
all-time high of 10.7 million between April 2020 and January
2021. This is an increase of more than double the new accounts
opened in FY20 at 4.7 million. Around 4 million new accounts
were added, each, in FY 19 and FY18.

The impact of coronavirus on stock markets
since the start of the outbreak

PRO-SPORTS INDUSTRY

“{ The coronavirus pandemic has sent shockwaves to tiny

1 businesses n the sport industry. Also, sports clubs and
associations are the bedrock of cheap sports activities for many
! European voters. However, due to the Corona pandemic, several
small-scale sports businesses are facing bankruptcy.

Professional sports leagues across the world were either

-] suspended or cancelled, leaving hundreds of thousands of

people's jobs at risk. According to the statistics, Revenues from
sponsorship, celebrity endorsement, and media spending on
sports properties fell to 5,894 crores in 2020 from 39,000 crores.
Surprisingly, sports celebrity endorsements grew 5%. Cricketer
endorsement in 2020 grew by 13% to ¥517 crores.

- Inshal Abbas, 12 - A




DRAWBACKS ON MEDICAL HEALTH

SHORTAGE OF AMENITIES

The health care system of a country is of prime importance as it
is responsible for the well-being of the citizens and improving
their quality of life. An efficient health care system not only
strives to provide better healthcare to its citizens but also assists
the government economically. It is the duty of the government to
make this system robust and systematic so that it can sustain
itself during crises. However, the underfunded Indian medical
healthcare system failed to counter the pandemic due to its
numerous drawbacks.

One of the primary issues during this crisis was the unavailability
of beds in hospitals, last year as the first wave of the pandemic
was ebbing India had around 1.5 million isolation beds across
fifteen thousand dedicated facilities for a population of 1.38
billion. The Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics and Policy,
Princeton University had estimated 1.1 million beds in all private
hospitals all around India. That translates to 1 bed per 500
people; these woefully low numbers seemed adequate during that
time due to the slow transmission of the virus.

As the invasive second wave struck, Indian hospitals started
flooding with patients and there was a critical shortage in the
number of hospitals beds; due to pressure on the public hospitals
the government enlisted most private hospitals as COVID 19
facilities. The unprecedented increase in active cases had
increased the pressure on hospitals and the number of patients
that required intensive care had increased tremendously causing a
chronic shortage of space in the intensive care wards. Hospitals
were also falling short of ventilator beds and ICUs, though the
government had purchased large amounts of ventilator beds, it
had failed to transport them to the hospitals as the beds lied in the
warehouses of the manufacturing companies.

The inadequacy of hospitals beds and the shortage in the
intensive care wards, were a few of the major downsides of the
medical healthcare system of India which assisted the hospitals in
justifying their inhumane actions.
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2l Overwhelmed hospitals had to turn away patients due to the

lack of space and unavailability of oxygen and medical
equipment. Despite having unoccupied beds, some medical
institutions were not admitting patients and invited legal action

")' under the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897. It was estimated that

around eight hundred people died out on the streets because
they were not admitted to healthcare institutions. Renowned
hospitals chains with branches all over India were facing
shortages on a nationwide level. It was a dire situation as the
demand for medical oxygen had a tenfold increase, while there
was a thirty-six percent decrease in the number of
oxygen-supported beds. Lack of centralized coordination was a
vital cause for this problem, as most of the manufacturing
factories were present on the east side of the country while the
demand was on the western and northern sides. Fearing the
shortage of oxygen people started buying oxygen concentrators
for personal use which led to its scarcity. While the
government was concentrating on the shortage of vaccines and
oxygen, many doctors and private hospitals warned about the
shortage of fast-depleting stocks of medical supplies like IV
drips, cannulas, and non-breathable respiratory masks.
Life-saving drugs like Remdesivir, Tocilizumab, and Fabiflu
were also in short supply and due to this fact there was a boon
in the medicine black market. The National Centre for Disease
Control (NDDC) carries out disease surveillance through its
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP). One of
the central points of the government health response to
COVID-19 in India, was the introduction of the ArogyaSetu
smartphone application for contact tracing. This application
received a lot of criticism for its insufficient protection of user
data. Due to the lack of reporting of the transmission of the
virus in the states the government body was unable to predict
the movement of the virus. The COVID-19 Pandemic
unraveled the discrepancies that lied in the Indian healthcare
system. It was successful in showcasing how underfunded and
inefficient the system proved and why the government should
focus more on strengthening it.

- Ali Rashid, 12 - C




LLACK OF SPACE FOR CREMATIONS

RUSH HOUR

The second wave of the COVID-19 has been difficult for the
country. Covid brought a country-wide crisis that no one saw
coming. The blistering wave of the pandemic struck India in the
worst parts it could. Lack of medical facilities, shortage of
oxygen, many lost their jobs, lost their resources to feed their
families. Of these many devastating crises, one that was
particularly heartbreaking was the lack of space and resources for
cremating their beloved ones.

During the second wave of COVID 19, India saw an increase in
death numbers. The loss crossed over an estimated 3.93.310 and
faced over 6000 deaths daily. This resulted in a devastating view
of the cremations grounds. The cremation grounds of the states of
India were overwhelmed and overworked.

The states with a high population have suffered from this, states
as Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and Karnataka. The high population
played a factor in the spreading of the deadly virus. This naturally
led to more casualties. The crematories were fledged with a
crowd and with no proper precautions and arrangements. With
the growing number of deaths, the crematories were exhausted.
Even a common resource like wood was also running out.

As a short-term solution, parking lots and parks were turned into
makeshift crematories to reduce some weight.

The additional rush has caused the funeral grounds to operate
24x7, the workers of the grounds exhausted as they were working
and getting little to no time to recover from this. The mental
health of the workers that were active on the ground have also
been negatively affected, seeing the bodies of citizens and the
families of the deceased.

The recovery is on the way, sure, but it is a long road with many
obstacles. We will find the traces of this pandemic years later and
will be reminded of this terrifying time that took an exhaustive
toll on each human. Until then all we can do is keep a little faith
and keep helping those who need our help.

OVERCROWDED CREMATORIA

Since the virus had such severe fatalities and caused a great
loss, there was no option but to cremate the bodies altogether.
It became mandatory for the hospitals to discharge a deceased
person and directly send them away for cremation. It was done
to avoid the spread from increasing, therefore electric
cremation came into the picture.

The way of electric cremation is to allow mortal remains to be
burned within a few hours. This faced difficulty as their
facilities were again crowded and exhausted. Electric
cremation has been available for free in the hospital as there is
an instant need to cremate the body to avoid any further
transmission of the virus, since cremating the body of a
COVID-19 patient is mandatory, the government has been
forced to go back to traditional cremation of an open-air pyre
to control the situation and stop it from escalating even further.

As the number of fatalities is massive, the requirement for
firewood has also increased massively. Due to the
unprecedented spike in deaths due to Covid 19, the crematoria
have been facing the issue of lack of firewood, due to its
shortage which has caused further panic to everyone.

The situation of lack of spaces for cremation is extremely
disheartening and devastating. All those who lost the battle
against covid 19 did not get to see their loved ones for the last
time. There were no proper goodbyes and hence their absence
shall always remain as a void in our hearts. We only hope that
they find closure and eternal peace.

- Abhimanyu Pandey, 12 - A




O

r'\*«r‘\pq\

_VU VvYIiU=17

- A\
| m " ™

“1"‘\"
-\

" mia

1" UNILILAIWUL

f"'\\ » /\ A M -\‘
4L nER’y

United Kingdom, Italy, Israel, Ireland,
- Germany, and France have helped India
by providing oxygen generation plants. In
total, India received 19 oxygen generation
plants from foreign countries. All of the
plants have been distributed by the
Central Government in collaboration with
the health ministry to different states in
accordance with the number of cases a
state was officially reporting. 9 plants
were retained in New Delhi.

According to a report from the health
ministry dated 23rd May 2021, India has
received a total of 17,755 oxygen
concentrators and 15,961 oxygen
cylinders. Of these, most were shipped by
Israel and the United Kingdom. Not only
did India receive oxygen support, but also
received 6,89,312 Remdesivir injections
from various countries. The maximum
number of injections were received from
the United States (1,51,410).

- Arihant Goel, 12 -D

COVID-19 related ODA expenditures for top donors
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1.United States of America

The United States of America provided a
total of 5,595 oxygen concentrators, 1,468

oxygen cylinders, 20 ventilators, 1 oxygen
generation plant and 151,410 remdesivir.

2 United Kingdom

United Kingdom provided a total of 1338
oxygen concentrators, 4480 oxygen
cylinders, 1160 ventilators, and 3 oxygen
generation plants.

3.France
France provided a total of 28 Ventilators and
8 oxygen generation plants.

concentrators and 75 ventilators

5.Australia
Australia provided a total of 103 oxygen
concentrators and 1056 ventilators.
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9.Belgium
Belgium provided

' a total of 9000 remedisvir.

10.Italy

Italy provided a total of 30 oxygen
concentrators, 24 ventilators and one
oxygen generation plant.

11.Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan provided a total of 151 oxygen
concentrators and 1950 remdesivir.

12.Singapore
Singapore provided a total of 3658

oxygen cylinders.

13.Thailand
Thailand provided a total of 130 oxygen
concentrators and 300 oxygen cylinders.

14 UAE
UAE provided a total of 1843 ventilators.
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- Bilal Masood, 12 - E



VACCINATION DRIVE IN INDIA

TYPES OF VACCINES AND
THEIR SIDE-EFFECTS

In May 2020, there were over 30 vaccine candidates for the
development in India, many of which were already in pre-clinical
trials. Out of these, the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine
(manufactured and licensed by Serum Institute of India under the

by Bharat Biotech) and Sputnik V (manufactured and licensed by
Dr. Reddy's Laboratories) have been approved and are already
being administered. Moderna vaccines await deployment after

| being recently approved of, by the DCGA while other vaccines

l are in various trial phases.

M Covid vaccines are administrated in two doses. Once you receive
{ vour first shot, your body begins producing antibodies to the
corona virus, so it reduces your chance of getting the disease. A
phenomenon known as herd immunity can be relied upon to
further reduce these chances. as more people keep getting
vaccinated.Studies have proved that the authorized vaccines are
effective in preventing severe illness caused by Covid-19.

§ So.chances of becoming severely ill even if getting infected after
{ the vaccination are very low.

|| COVID-19 vaccines like any other can still cause mild, to
moderate, short term side effects, like low fever, pain, or redness
at the injection site. These side-effects under normal
circumstances go away within a few days on their own, and are
mild. Long-lasting and serious side effects to vaccines are

reported side-effects of covid vaceines. The specific COVID-19
1 vaccine administered can decide the chances of a number of
|l side-effects, which can appear in a patient

| In most cases, these can be managed with rest, plenty of
non-alcoholic liquids, and paracetamol/acetaminophen for the
typical side effects, though they are mostly unlikely to occur.

trade name Covishield) and Covaxin (a vaccine developed locally

extremely rare, but still possible.Fever, fatigue, headache, muscle |
pain, chills, diarrhoea, and pain at the injection site etc. are some |

VACCINATION PHASES

[ oaly

As of July 01st, 2021, the outbreak of the coronavirus disease

] (COVID-19) has been confirmed in over 210 countries and
= territories.

Administration of Covid-19 vaccines commenced in India on

| the 16th of January 2021 ,with 3,006 vaccination centres at the

get-go. Over 344 million doses overall, have been
administered. Approval was given to the Serum Institute of

India’s Covishield (Oxford—AstraZeneca) and Bharat Biotech’s
|| Covaxin in the first phase. Approving Dr. Reddy's
{ Laboratories’ Sputnik V under their license at a later date.

Moderna vaccines, and other vaccine candidates are still in
various stages of clinical trial.

631.417 people successfully received their first dose in the first
phase, with 0.18% reported side-effects and 0.002% (nine
people) admitted to hospitals. A combination of vaccine safety

| concerns, technical problems, and misinformation caused

concern about the low turn-out. Health workers and frontline

ol . . . s 5 - %
% | workers including police, paramilitary forces, sanitation

| workers etc, were the main priorities during this phase of the

| vaccine rollout.

|
The next phase of the vaccine rollout covered all residents

| between the ages of 45 and 60 with one or more qualifying

| comorbidities, and health workers. Vaccine exports had to be
suspended in March 2021 due to the major second wave of
infections in the country, with the government ordering a

| supply of 110 million Covishield doses from SII.

The next phase extended eligibility to all residents over the age
of 18. More flexibility was allowed in the conduct of vaccine
programs, to individual stakeholders. As part of this plan, only
half of the vaccines procured would be distributed for free to
resident and priority workers. The remainder would be
available for purchase in individual states and Private
hospitals.
Vaccination by age group as of 11 July 2021
Age
RS Population
144,856,436
127,870,868
99,532 848

- Prashann Mishra, 12 - C
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SECTION FRANCAISE

LA REOUVERTURE DE LA TOUR EIFFEL
APRES LA PERIODE POSTE-COVIDE

Les sourires étaient larges et les émotions palpables alors que
les premiers visiteurs masqués montaient les ascenseurs se
dirigeant vers le sommet du monument parisien. La
réouverture marque 1’émergence du point de repere métallique
de 10 tonnes depuis sa plus longue fermeture depuis la
Seconde Guerre mondiale. Il a été fermé pendant plus de trois
mois lors de la premiére vague Covide au printemps de I’année
derniére, puis de nouveau & 1’automne.

La « Dame de fer » de Paris a recu |’ordre de fermer en
octobre alors que la France luttait contre sa deuxiéme vague de
virus de la pandémie. Il a encore été fermé car il a subi la
refonte la plus compléte de ses 130 ans d’histoire pour donner
le meilleur de lui-méme pour les Jeux olympiques de Paris
2024, y compris avec un travail de peinture pour lui donner
une teinte nettement dorée.

La réouverture de la tour est intervenue quatre jours apres
I’annonce par le président Emmanuel Macron de nouvelles
mesures visant & éviter une quatriéme vague, notamment la
vaccination obligatoire des agents de santé et des
laissez-passer Covid-19 obligatoires pour entrer dans les
restaurants et les lieux touristiques et autres.

Désormais, tous les visiteurs de la Tour Eiffel dgés de plus de
18 ans devront montrer un laissez-passer prouvant qu’ils ont
été entiérement vaccinés, qu’ils ont subi un test de détection de
virus négatif ou qu’ils se sont récemment rétablis du Covid-19.
Les masques sont obligatoires et le nombre de visiteurs
quotidiens a la tour sera limité a environ la moitié de la norme
d’avant la pandémie, soit 25 000. La France s’est ouverte aux
touristes internationaux cet été, mais les régles varient selon le
pays d’on ils viennent. Alors que les visiteurs reviennent au
compte-gouttes a Paris, leur nombre est loin d’étre a la
normale, compte tenu des restrictions frontaliéres persistantes
et des risques de virus.

LA POLICE EXPULSE DES ENFANTS
MIGRANTS HORS DE FRANCE

Human Rights Watch (HRW) a accusé les autorités Francais
d’avoir extradi de force des enfants migrants non accompagnés
de 1’autre co6té de la frontiére vers I’Italie sans les orienter vers
des services de protection de I’enfance, en violation des lois
nationales et internationales.

|’organisme de surveillance basé 4 New York a fait appel que
les forces de I’ordre autour de Nice, dans le sud de la France,
enregistraient frauduleusement les données d’age et de
naissance des mineurs non accompagnés sur des documents
officiels indiquant qu’ils étaient adultes et les renvoyaient en
Italie sans les informer de leur droit de demander 1’asile en
France.

Ces allégations interviennent alors que des ONG Frangais ont
fait parvenir lundi au Comité des droits de I’enfant de ’'ONU
une proposition visant a ouvrir une enquéte contre I’Etat pour
violation des droits des mineurs solitaires. HRW a interrogé six
mineurs non accompagnés rentrés de France en Italie, des
volontaires et du personnel de groupes humanitaires, ainsi que
des avocats entre novembre 2020 et avril 2021, dont les récits
ont confirmé que la police Francais avait violé la pratique
procédurale.

Une décision rendue en juillet 2020 par la plus haute juridiction
frangaise pour les questions administratives a confirme que les
personnes qui demandent ’asile ne devraient pas se voir refuser
I’entrée tant que leur demande d’asile n’a pas été examinée.
HRW a déclaré qu’aucune de ces pratiques n’avait été suivie par
la police, qui emmenait les enfants et les adultes qui étaient
entrés en France par intermittence, leur ordonnant de traverser
la poste frontiére italienne a pied.

Des groupes d’aide travaillant du c6té italien de la frontiére ont

déclaré qu’entre 80 et 120 adultes et enfants avaient été
expulsés de France chaque jour entre le juillet et fin d’octobre.

- Rayvant Tripathi, 12 - D
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